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BOARD MEETINGS 

 

ARE HELD IN THE MARINA 

CLUBHOUSE SECOND 

TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH 

 
NEXT MEETING   

September 13 at 7:00PM 

Owners are encouraged to attend! 

 

 
Caswell Cove Survives the Wrath of Hurricane Irene 

 
When one looks around the surrounding harbors and waterfront in Milford, Stratford 
and East Haven and sees the extensive storm damage from Irene, you realize how 
lucky we were here at Caswell Cove!  Luckily the wind was not as powerful as was 
anticipated. The eye of the hurricane passed slightly to our west resulting in the 
majority of the winds ahead of the storm hitting us from the south and southeast, 
which was blocked by the Bic Drive Hill and condominiums, reducing the effects of 
the wind on our marina.  We are not aware of any damage to anyone’s boat – luckily 
everyone heeded the warnings and advice and most people pulled down their bimini 
tops, and secured their boats and personal belongings.  While large parts of Milford 
and the surrounding areas were without power for almost a week, we were lucky and 
only lost power for about 20 hours.  Several of our local members ended up staying 
on their boats here at the marina for days after the hurricane because they had no 
power at home and took advantage of the clubhouse amenities to take showers and 
do laundry and cook dinner. 
 
We did experience the highest flood levels ever experienced here at Caswell Cove.  
The full force of the storm occurred right at the time of high tide.  In addition to the 
coastal storm surge, we experienced an astronomical high tide event because of the 
new moon phase, together with over 6 inches of rain which forced the State to open 
the flood gates on the Stevenson Dam upriver.  These events, which occurred 
simultaneously, together with the already saturated ground and swollen rivers and 
creeks due to the record rainfalls this month, resulted in very high water levels in the 
Housatonic River, flooding the Cove and bringing the water levels to within 6 inches 
of going into the clubhouse and within about 2 ½ feet of the tops of our pilings. 
 
We dodged a bullet this time and should be thankful it wasn’t much, much worse! 
 
 
 

Board Members 
 

Dave Brickley – Commodore 
Tony Faresich – R. Commodore 

Paul Viscount – Treasurer 
Tat Murphy – Secretary 

 
caswellcovemarina@gmail.com 

www.casellcovemarina.org 
 
 

 

 
 

Marina Manager 

 
Capt. Dave Phillips 

Sound Marine Solutions 

Office:  203-876-9880 

Cell: 203-496-2667 

Fax:  203-876-1448 
davidp@soundmarinesolutions.com 

 

Is there something you would 
like to be featured in an issue 

of The Cove or on 
www.caswellcove.org ? 

 
If so, please contact us with 

your idea or finished product! 
e-mail us @ 

caswellcovemarina@gmail.com 

 

 WICC Bluefish Tournament 
Postponed 
Due to Hurricane Irene, the bluefish 
tournament was postponed to 
September 10th & 11th.  
REGISTRATION has been 
extended to 5pm September 9th 

  

mailto:caswellcovemarina@gmail.com
mailto:davidp@soundmarinesolutions.com
http://www.caswellcove.org/
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Hurricane Irene Photos 

 

At the height of the storm, the water 

level in the cove almost isolated the 

marina from land.  Note in the picture 

to the left that the water is within 

inches of covering the bridge between 

the clubhouse and land.  Capt. Dave 

Phillips, our marina manager, noted 

that this is the highest level he has 

ever observed in the almost 18 years 

he has been at Caswell Cove. 

The two photos above are taken of the dinghy 

and pumpout dock which wrap around the 

clubhouse.  Note the water level is within 

inches of reaching the deck around the 

clubhouse.  The photo to the right is looking 

from the bottom of the clubhouse ramp out 

towards the parking lot along B-dock.  Note 

there is only a little over 2 feet of piling left 

sticking above the dock. 

 

Preceding page – this is a view of the boats 

out on D-dock – again you can see how close 

the water levels came to the tops of the 

pilings. 
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If you have any comments, concerns, or suggestions regarding the Newsletter or Website, feel free to contact us at 
caswellcovemarina@gmail.com or contact our property manager @ davidp@soundmarinesolutions.com.com All issues of the “The COVE” 

and the minutes of all Board meetings are available on our website. 

 

Boardwalk Marina Transient Slip Update 
 
In an earlier newsletter issue, it was reported that the Boardwalk Marina in Stratford was offering transient slips on “B” Dock for boaters’ 
shopping or dining convenience.  Since that issue, we have heard from several of our fellow Caswell Cove Marina boat owners that there was 
some confusion about the availability of transient slips.  Several individuals were turned away when trying to dock at the Boardwalk Marina to 
use the restaurant.   
 
After another call to the Boardwalk for clarification on the policy, Scott Mitchell said that transient slips are available for a charge of $10, 15 or 
$20 an hour depending on the size of the boat.  For anyone who may be considering these accommodations, you are cautioned to call ahead 
to make a reservation and speak to Scott Mitchell at 203-378-9300 before you venture down to their marina. 

 

Fall Boat Shows 
 
We have 2 really great boat shows coming up!  Both shows have great boat exhibits and lots of accessories and toys.   
 
Newport International Boat Show   
The 41st Annual Newport International Boat Show runs Thursday through Sunday September 15-18, and will feature new sailboats and 
powerboats, and thousands of products and services from both domestic and international exhibitors.  Multiple waterfront facilities 
along America's Cup Avenue host the Show including Newport Yachting Center, Oldport Marine, Bannister's Wharf and Bowen's Wharf.  
All Show sites are accessible by land or by water taxi service.  This is always a great show and there are lots to do and see in Newport 
with great bars and restaurants and all kinds of local shops.  Visit them online at newportboatshow.com. 
 
Norwalk Boat Show 
The Norwalk Boat Show runs Thursday through Sunday, September 22–25, at Norwalk Cove Marina, 48 Calf Pasture Beach Rd.  
in Norwalk.  There are lots of boats, and many other educational and entertainment venues at the show as well.  This is a very popular 
boat show.  For more info, see them online at boatshownorwalk.com 

 

CT Boater’s Guide Cover Competition 
 
Calling all CT Artists!  Each year, the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) publishes a Connecticut 
Boater’s Guide. This guide is a pocket-sized booklet containing updated laws and regulations, safety tips, and environmental 
information of interest to the boating public. Approximately 92,000 guides are distributed statewide through marinas, town halls, 
libraries, boating classes and boat shows, in addition to being posted on the internet. This year, the DEEP invites Connecticut 
artists to submit a painting of boat(s), a Connecticut boating scene, or a water scene for the 2012 Connecticut Boater’s Guide 
cover.  The competition is sponsored by Mystic Seaport (MS).  The artwork can be any hand-pulled medium: oils, watercolor, 
acrylics, pencil, etc.  Photographs, off-set lithographs and other prints made using xerographic, digital or photographic processes 
do not qualify  The competition is open to all Connecticut residents and each artist can submit up to four (4) representational 
paintings of boat(s), a CT boating scene or water scene for juried entry.  Any artwork containing people or pets should depict safe 
boating practices. If a person or pet is near the water or in a boat, they must be wearing a life jacket. 
 
Sept. 30 - Deadline for submissions 
Oct. 7 - Ceremony and public announcement of winners & honorable mentions at Mystic Seaport 
Oct. 12-31 - Display of selected submissions at the Legislative Office Building 
Nov. 30 - Deadline to pickup artwork at the DEEP 
 
For more information on eligible art/ submission policy, call Jacky Gorman at (860) 434-8638 or visit 
http://www.ct.gov/dep/lib/dep/boating/2012boatersguidecovercontest.pdf. 

 

mailto:caswellcovemarina@gmail.com
mailto:davidp@soundmarinesolutions.com.com

